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Rostrum Song (to the tune of Men of Harlech. Click here for tune.)
Did you know Rostrum
has its own song?

The words of the
Rostrum song were
composed some 30-40
years ago.
Fmn Malcolm Grant,
who was Tasmanian
President three times in
1970, 1980, 1990 and
ARC President, was very
keen on the song. (It reflects an early ‘men only’
era.)
- Fmn Bill Smith

‘Rostrum folk now send you greetings,
Cross Australia we are meeting,
Practising effective speaking
As our chosen task.
When by folk surrounded,
Don’t you be confounded.
You’ll impress, if you express
Your words the way that Rostrum has propounded.
Many years in straight succession
We’ve practised skills of self-expression.
No more nerves and no depression,
Rostrum shows the way.
After Sidney Wicks example,
We have fellowship so ample;
Everyone may come and sample.
Welcome – Come along.
Aim for truth in thinking,
Clarity in speaking.
Persuade, inform and en-ter-tain
And you’ll become a most effective speaker.
Critics too, will aid your progress,
Don’t be afraid that they will op-press.
Remember of your speaking prowess,
Rostrum showed the way. ‘

1

EDITORIAL
What are the secrets to a good,
long-term relationship? How do
you continue to choose each
other year after year?
Don’t worry, this isn’t turning
into ‘relationship advice’
column. We know that
practicing our public speaking
craft over time is key to
improving, but that repeated
practice of skills needs to be
kept innovative and surprising
to keep us coming back for
more. What is your club doing
to keep meetings spicy?
You might be inspired by Club
3’s Radio Night, or you might
want to share your tips for
fresh, exciting meetings.
- Marcela Ramirez

Rostrum Club 3 ’s Radio Night
On the 4th of August, Club 3 tried a different form of public speaking and chairmanship via a radio night. A
variation of the idea was recently floated in a PDP ‘propose a motion ‘exercise, which was enthusiastically
received by Club 3. The proposer of the practice motion, Chris McMahon, was surprised to learn from
Fmn Ian Olsson that it had been done before by Rostrum, although not recently. It proved to be a fascinating
night. It is always good to get out of your comfort zone, and the format provided a stimulating context to
focus on vocal performance.
Instead of a Chairman, there was the Radio Producer (Club President, Doug Bates) ensuring timely interviews
and advertisements with announcer (Chris McMahon).
Kathleen Conrad was the Coach. She reminded us that radio is a different
form of speaking (the audience can’t see you) and it is your voice and the
introduction that creates the interest.
Chris was great as announcer, and was awarded the ‘best performance’
cactus award. There were 20 different spots including 30-second
advertisements and 2 and 4 minute interviews.
The program was kicked off by Bill Smith as Raconteur dipping into his
extensive pool of stories from his cab-driving days. The audience was invited
to sit back with a cup of tea and biscuit and enjoy the amusing ride.
The programmed ad breaks were entertaining, and informative, with a guest
appearance by the well-known and distinctive voice of Frank Walker from
Anna, presenting her Social Report,
National Tiles (aka Norm Booth). This was followed by the smooth honeywith announcer Chris looking on
tongued voice of Ben Long, who read from his Tickle Me children’s book. At
the end of the story, Ben invited the audience to tickle the person next to them; although all Club 3 members
are sworn to secrecy about the result.
We had an update on upcoming celebrity birthdays (Paul Mulhall) and learnt (gasp!) what all the beautiful
people have been up to thanks to the enthusiastically researched work and reporting of Anna West in her
social gossip report. That was followed by the subject we all love to hate, with Walter Noble’s tax
conversation, another well-researched and very pertinent segment. Yes, tax was interesting!
One of the most surprising things about the segments, probably due to Freeman Ian’s canny selections, was
just how useful and informative they were. Keith Long made an appearance as Sandy Whiting a fishing expert,
and I’m sure the anglers in the audience were taking careful notes. (More on the next page)

Roslyn, presenting an advertisement, with
Doug and Rosalie awaiting their turn in the
wings, and announcer Chris looking on
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(continued) Rostrum Club 3 ’s Radio Night
The advice segment provided a range of callers, from sleep-deprived new dads and the unlucky in love, to
grumpy grandpas to ring in and hear the sage advice of Agony Uncle Paul Halliday. Paul thought fast on his
feet, and gave polite but no-nonsense advice with a wonderful wry humour.
There was a great interview segment with Doug Bates and Rosalie Roberts chatting about entrepreneurship,
the flexible skills required to be one, and the sort of issues that arise in small business as it grows, such as
employee entitlements.
Maurice Whybrow, a lover of all things natural, took us
on a wonderful journey to Lamington National Park in
the tourism segment, although for some the
enthusiasm he inspired to visit the iconic location was
somewhat dimmed by his descriptions of the
wonderful snake species in the area.

The audience / radio guests—smiles and preparation

One of the true highlights was the fascinating segment on
pennyfarthing bicycles by George Row. Who knew there
were around 100 of the antique bicycles in Brisbane? Or
that anyone would try to ride one around Mt Coot-tha, let alone at 60 km/hr down the hill! The audience
were enthralled, and many were keen to rush straight home and try the intriguing knees-up technique (at
more than 4 km/hr of course – any slower than that and you’ll fall off).
There was a history segment (Lance Andersen) on the political aftermath of WWI, to cap it all off.
Congratulations, through acclamation, was moved by President Doug for our Program Coordinator
Ian Olsson, who developed the script and concept for the Radio Night.
The radio show was recorded using Doug’s equipment.
The photos detail the behind-the-scenes action.
President Doug and Program Coordinator Ian are
willing to send the agenda and outline documents
if any other clubs wish to try it out. Club 3 is willing
to have a joint Radio Night with other clubs.
Freeman Paul Halliday and Chris McMahon

Coach Kathleen awarding announcer Chris the
cactus―best contribution of the night—award
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What’s Happening in Queensland Rostrum:
Snippets from Queensland Rostrum
Management committee
Queensland Rostrum Secretary, Freeman Carmel Remphrey, shares outcomes from the
Management Committee meeting held on 13th August 2016.


We are now set up for electronic banking, so club fees can now be handled by direct credit – no more
cheques.



The full-day Critics’ Accreditation has been deferred to November. More information will follow. Please note
that this is also a re-accreditation day for existing critics.



Adjudication Training Day has been set for Saturday 18th March 2017; please note in your diaries.



Queensland has agreed to host the Sidney Wicks Speaking Competition in 2017 and this will be held in
conjunction with the NRVOY finals to be held in Brisbane at the end of July. Club 3 is being approached to
run this competition.



The proposed new club in Cairns has now been deferred until 2017.



Unfortunately the interest in opening a new Rostrum clubs at Hervey Bay and Rockhampton has lapsed.



Club 15 is in recess at present and a new venue on the inner southside is being investigated to revitalise this
club.



On a positive note, Ian and Meg Olsson are still pursuing the idea of a new Rostrum dinner club on the
northside, around the Aspley/Chermside area.



Rod Tilley will take over as State RVOY Coordinator from 1st September 2016 and Meg Olsson is to be the
National RVOY Convenor for the finals to be held in Brisbane in 2017.



ARC has allocated $20,000 to upgrade the Rostrum web site.



Calling for members interested in being on the Management Committee, either in a set portfolio position or
in a backup capacity. Please contact State President Ian Olsson if you are interested.



Don’t forget to note your diaries for the

Rostrum Convention on Saturday 29th October 2016 – see you there!
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Rostrum Voice of Youth 2016

Our RVOY State Finalists

The Queensland state final took place on 2nd July at Waterford Place, which is part of the Campus of St Joseph’s
College, Gregory Terrace. Many thanks to all who assisted with the State Final, I was very pleased with the day.
For the first time we videoed the state final and each of the finalists received a copy of their presentation. Many
thanks to Douglas Bates for the video recordings.
The junior winner was Paris Hall from St Margaret’s Anglican Girls’
School, Brisbane, and the senior winner was Erin Condrin from A.B.
Patterson College, Gold Coast.
Given that the State Final was on the day of the Federal Election, it
was impossible to get any Government officials to attend. Through
Ben Long we were pleased to welcome our newest sponsor, Red Hat
Asia Pacific Pty Ltd, represented by Vikram Goyal. With this
sponsorship we were able to print and frame special certificates for
the students and these were very well received.
Both Erin Condrin and Paris Hall represented Queensland with
distinction. The manner in which both girls behaved over the whole
weekend was a testament to the quality of these young ladies. The
competition at the national level is always very strong and this year
was no exception. Erin was awarded in third place and I know that
Paris just missed out on a position.
- Meg Olsson, Queensland Coordinator for Rostrum Voice of Youth
From left Ian Olsson, Meg Olsson, Paris Hall
and seated Erin Condrin
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Erin Condrin, Winner of Queensland Final and Third Nationally
Erin’s Mothers Statement on RVOY
To say we are proud of Erin is an understatement. The last 5 years of Erin’s life have been difficult with the last
12 months being particularly challenging.
Diagnosed with a rare disease, Classical type Ehlers Danlos Syndrome in 2014, Erin’s physical condition
worsened to the point of being wheelchair bound in early 2015. She fights daily battles with joint dislocations
and lives with ongoing sensitivities and serious digestive issues. Regardless, Erin has continued to smile. She has
focused on what she can do and not what she can’t do. Being in a wheelchair and living with chronic health
conditions has not stopped her pursuing her interest in public speaking, and has not stopped her working hard
at school with the aim of attending university in 2017.
Winning the state Rostrum final was a goal set in year 8. This year, the speech that took her to the final was
about gender stereotypes and how society perpetuates the problem through the labelling of “boy’s toys and
girl’s toys”. Her winning speech at state level was about violence against women and how society, once again,
perpetuates the problem. She drew on the government campaign that “violence against women does not just
start it grows”. She spoke about how a circuit is formed because of the attitudes and societal norms which we
teach our children that form inappropriate behaviours and stereotypes. She stated that it was our responsibility
to be the circuit breakers.
Erin is a young woman who is driven to achieve. She wants to be able to help and inspire children with disability
to fulfil their potential and wishes to work in the fields of psychology and speech pathology. Secretly, she wants
to be a motivational speaker and a presenter on Play School to normalise disability representation in both the
media and society.
Erin firmly believes that disability needs to be normalised. Rostrum has been very inclusive making her
participation at all levels of the competition possible. Accessible venues, transport and activities were always
provided. Erin’s assistance dog, Lacey, was also universally welcomed and accommodated. Erin and Lacey have
only been a team for about a year thanks to the amazing support of Canine Helpers. Lacey has enabled Erin to
increase her independence. This was the first time they had travelled together. Lacey became a viral sensation
after she and Erin wore matching dresses in preparation to their school formal. It has been honouring to watch
the two grow together as they have progressed through the year.
Erin was a winner the day she decided to enter the Rostrum Voice of Youth competition, despite the challenges
she has faced. Winning the state final and coming third nationally was a great accomplishment and validation
of her hard work. Rostrum gave her the forum to do what she loves and to be heard. ●

Erin’s Statement on RVOY
For me, public speaking has been the thing I've always been able to do. Whether I'm sitting or standing, I can
still present messages about topics I'm passionate about. My chair and illness are not a barrier.
I am very thankful to Rostrum for their support and amazing inclusivity. At every stage in the competition I've
been welcomed and supported; I've been acknowledged for what I can do, not what I can't. I have met some
interesting people along the way who I now call friends as we share a common passion. If anything, my
experiences over the last few years have helped me to realise my passion for public speaking, as well as
opening my eyes to new topics.
My health condition and disability have placed limitations on my life, but they have also taught me to be
thankful for every opportunity and moment. ●
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The Great Debate!

Club 3 and Club 27 Debating Teams
From left Anna, Doug, Andy, Phil, Rosalie, and Ian

Clubs 3 (Brisbane) and 27 (Gold Coast) pitted wits and shared fellowship on 7th September when they met at
the Gold Coast, at the invitation of Club 27, to debate the question – Is Science a threat to humanity?
Club 3’s team, Doug Bates, Anna West and Rosalie Roberts, made a persuasive argument in the affirmative,
but were ultimately beaten by the even more persuasive argument of Club 17’s team—Phil Lee, Ian Keel and
Andy Johnston, in the negative.
Although Club 27 has a rich history of debating, they haven’t had the opportunity to do so for some time—
Club 3 rarely debates—so all participants rejoiced in the opportunity to learn and improve their skills.
The teams were strongly supported by good attendance from both clubs, with Ian and Meg Olsson, Rod Bailey
and Roslyn Bates travelling down from Brisbane for the event.
The night was such fun that Club 3 has challenged Club 27 to a return match next year—in Brisbane!
Rosalie Roberts—Club 3
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Club 3 72nd Birthday Dinner and Eddie Fee After Dinner
Speaking Competition
Club 3 held its annual Birthday
Dinner on Saturday 3rd September
at the Tattersall’s Club in Brisbane.
The food was great and the company
even better. Almost 30 members and
their guests attended—from Clubs 3,
17 and 27.
The highlight of the evening was the
Eddie Fee After Dinner Speaking
Competition, started in 2000 by
Freeman Eddie Fee, who was guest
of honour on the night.
Five speakers competed, from all
three Clubs present, and entertained
us with their diverse range of
stories. The winner on the night was
David Thomson from Club 3—who
spoke for 8 minutes on “In Memoriam”
- the story of his dear deputed beard!
Freeman Ian Olsson—Club 3
Thanks to Freeman Ian Olsson for organising yet another successful event!
The five speakers
who competed,
along with Freeman
Eddie Fee:
From left Brad,
Doug, David, Fmn
Eddie, Phil and
Brian
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Letters to the Editor
Rostrum thoughts to unite us
I am reminded of the old Rostrum ways, reflected in the following extract to members, from a past Queensland
Rostrum President. It was over five years ago in the Rostrum Handbook.
“--we must re-evaluate our entire organisational structure and method of operation at state and club level.
It is my hope that all of you, the members of Rostrum both old and new, will be willing to lend a hand to ensure
that we continue to offer an exciting and relevant product well into the future. One thing I have learned over
the years is that all wisdom does not lie with the elected officials. Ask questions, make suggestions, HAVE YOUR
SAY (after all, isn't that why you joined Rostrum in the first place?)."
I wish I had written these thoughts. I can only recommend them to you.
Our leaders are to be congratulated on developing our new Queensland Rostrum Strategic Plan. A great start
for our 80th anniversary year. Many members have contributed to its outcome.
I anticipate all Rostrum members and our leaders agree that this Queensland Rostrum Past President's
thoughts are a good basis to unite all in Queensland Rostrum.
Freeman Paul Halliday, Member Rostrum Club 3
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Upcoming Events/Diary
Please note your diaries
2016
29 October

State Convention, Windsor International Motel, Brisbane

13 November Full day Accreditation Training and also reaccreditation day for existing critics

2017
18 March

Adjudication training at Kenmore Library

6 May

80 years Rostrum in Queensland – 1st Rostrum club founded

July

National RVOY Finals to be held in Brisbane

27 July

Proposed Sidney Wicks Speaking Competition

Submissions for the next Issue of Step Up
Submissions for the next issue of Step Up close on Saturday 29th October, 2016
We’d love to include stories and photos from more Rostrum Clubs. You can send your stories and photos of
meetings, competitions, celebrations, dinners, and especially new members; send them now and they will be
compiled for the next edition.
Send submissions to Marcela Ramirez on cram56@hotmail.com
Thank you all for your submissions, feedback and help. Step Up does not happen without you!
- The Step Up team,
Marcela, Rosalie, and Roslyn

ROSTRUM QUEENSLAND
Patron: His Excellency the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC, Governor of Queensland

www.rostrum.com.au/clubs/qld-clubs
www.rostrum.com.au
10

